
The 
Messenger 

THEY WILL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE... 

I was at a ministry fair and 
someone asked me what camp’s 
main attraction or activity was.  
What was it you may ask?  The 
water slide??  The pond??  The 
food??  No, it was none of these 
things.  Instead I told him the main 
attraction at camp is the 
PEOPLE!!!  It’s the counselors and 
staff who take God’s love and pour 
it into others!  Sometimes, as a 
person, I am not always sure if I 
am hitting the mark of showing 
God’s love to those around me at 
camp.  I begin to wonder if I get 
too busy with projects to be done 
and leaks to fix.  However, it is in 
our weakness that God’s strength 
is shown.  I am not perfect, yet 
God still works!  I recently received 
the following note and I hope you 
will be as encouraged by it as I 
was!  

“Hey Paul I just wanted to thank 
you for making these past years at 
camp the best of my life. Helping 
in maintenance this summer really 
helped me realize that I need to be 
a better person. The last night of 
camp I broke down crying realizing 

that I haven't treated others the 
way God would want me to. I've 
treated the people who love me 
most in this world like garbage. 
I'm ashamed of the way I've 
acted, but this summer has made 
me realize I need to change. 
Without camp I would be in a 
really bad place in life. Seeing the 
way that you and Jacob treat me 
even after I've caused so much 
trouble at camp helped me to 
realize that God forgives and 
wants to be in our lives no matter 
what. So I’ve rededicated my life 
to Christ and this time it will 
actually mean something.  So 
thank you for changing my life. I 
will never forget what camp has 
done for me.” 

Another young man was back at 
camp this summer who had 
decided to follow Jesus last year 
during one of our secular camps.  
I was a little nervous since I had 
not talked with him since last 
summer to see if he was still 
following Jesus.  Praise God!  
Even though his home life is 
extremely antagonistic toward 
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Christianity, he was STILL seeking 
Jesus.  Despite persecution at 
home, he was STILL set on 
following the Lord.  Why?  
Because the friends who led him 
to Jesus were still keeping in 
contact with him, encouraging him 
and answering his questions.  He 
too, was encouraged when he 
came back to camp this year and 
continued to experience the love 
of Jesus from the staff at camp.   

Pray for these young men and the 
others who have decided to follow 
Jesus while at camp.  Pray for our 
staff that we might make 
opportunities to follow up with 
those from this year who have 
decided to follow Jesus.   And pray 
that we might continue to show the 
love of Christ to those who come 
to camp.  I pray for you too - that 
in your life wherever God has 
placed you - you would allow the 
light of God’s love to shine around 
you to those whom He is putting in 
your life.  May they know God’s 
love through its expression in how 
you live your life every day! 

             ~Paul Wiens 
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SUMMER 2016 MEMORIES 

  

 

 

Hello Everyone!  

When I think back on the past summer there are countless 
beautiful memories that come to mind. This summer the Lord 
really used the story of Joseph to impact the campers in an 
amazing way. Not only did the kids get to learn about Joseph 
and how to trust in the Lord, but they were able to grow with oth-
er campers in a special place. This is one of the reasons I love 
camp so much, to see campers, counselors, and staff come to-
gether to worship and praise our Creator. This summer was 
amazing in so many ways and I am so grateful I was able to be 
part of God's mission. Thank you for your continuous prayer and 
support in making camp the special place it is!  - Jacob Lucero 

 

One little girl was learning about Jesus and said “I didn’t know 
you had to ask Him” (speaking of asking Jesus to forgive our 
sins and asking Him to be Lord of our Life).  She then said, “give 
me one second…” and she went to the corner of the cabin.  Lit-
erally seconds later she returned and said “He is in my heart 
now!!”  The whole cabin followed up with celebration!  Praise 
God for childlike faith!  - Miriam 

 

This summer I was encouraged by a young girl in my cabin.  
During the evening lesson we had been discussing how we fit 
into God’s story.  During cabin reflections, I went around the 
cabin asking the girls individually if they were a part of God’s 
story.  This girl replied’ “I don’t know.”  Later that night I talked 
with her more about the gospel message and how to trust 
Christ, to be a part of God’s story.  She trusted Christ as her 
savior that night, and as we returned to the cabin I asked her 
whose story she was a part of.  “God’s story!” was her reply.  An 
instant smile came to both of our faces!  - Brianna 

 

On the last evening of ESL camp, Beth and I took our cabin to 
see the stars in the meadow.  As our girls were looking up, one 
of them shouted "there it is!" what they had spotted was the big 
dipper. A sight we see all the time but they had only seen in 
books. I loved seeing their faces light up as they finally got to 
see this part of God's creation in person. What an amazing 
place camp can be.  -Sabrina 

 

 

 



Needs & Prayer Requests for Camp 

YOU HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP AT CAMP!  Did you know that we have a volunteer who does the 

shopping and delivery of the camp grocery list?  Our cook makes a list and sends it to our delivery guy.  Then 

it’s off to Cash-n-Carry and Costco to pick up the order and bring it to camp.  It is usually once or twice a week 

in the summer, and varied Fridays throughout the rest of the year. Perhaps you or a team of you and your 

friends, would be interested in beginning to take part in this part of the ministry at camp?? (No 

experience needed!) The gentleman who currently delivers our food is still going strong, but he has let us know 

that “I am not getting younger, and one of these days I’m going to be with the Lord, so you had better start 

looking for someone else to do this!” Now is the time to come and help!  You can come along and learn the 

ropes from “the professional!”  Please contact Paul at 722-9961 if you are interested in helping with this part of 

camp – essential for making camp’s food a reality!  

Our next projects are expanding the parking lot and expanding/upgrading the septic system.  Once these 2 jobs 

are done we can continue with the master plan and perhaps begin adding a few more cabins! 

We have also been blessed the last three years to have Jacob Lucero as our summer Program Director.  The 

summer of 2016 was his last summer, so we would appreciate your prayers for wisdom as we seek the Lord’s 

direction for the summer of 2017!  Thank you, Jacob, for the last 3 years of Godly leadership! Your spontaneity, 

laughter, and easy going attitude will be very missed (and your pancake flipping!). 



WINTER CAMP DATES 

 

As the weather is starting to cool down we are getting the camp ready for winter.  Over the next 

couple of months we will be winterizing the plumbing, shutting down the coolers, and getting 

prepared for whatever ice and snow may come.   

This past summer we finished an addition to one of the staff cabins, repaired a leak under the new 

boys’ bathroom and added a new bridge over at the pond.  The previous bridge lasted 15 years 

and we are hoping to get more years than that out of this one. 

We will continue to go up on Tuesdays for camp maintenance.  We have a great group of guys 

doing God’s work together.  If anyone is interested in joining us - meet at Oak Grove Church 

parking lot at 7:15am Tuesdays.  You can contact me for more information at 351-3775.   

Cost is $65 for each camp 

Jr. Camp (grades 4-6)  January 6-8 

Jr. High (grades 7 & 8) January 20-22 

High School (grades 9-12) January 27-29 

Download the camp registration form at  

www.shastachristianyouth.org 
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