
The 
Messenger 

How God Used The Creation Trail This Fall 

A CREATION TRAIL STORY 

“Preach the Word, be ready in season and out of season…” 2 Timothy 4:2 

How many of you have thought “I don’t know what to say…I am not gifted at evangelism... I am afraid!”  I know I 

have had these thoughts from time to time.  This summer I was reminded how simple evangelism can be AND 

how important it is for us to BE BOLD in proclaiming Jesus Christ.   

It all came about with one of our secular groups that use camp in the fall.  Their student leaders were setting up 

for their camp and I found myself working with a young man in the shop.  Being a secular group I was surprised 

when he asked me, “So what is your testimony?”  I was delighted to share my story and in turn asked him for 

his.  He was saved at a large Christian camp only two years ago.  He came from a non-religious home, but his 

friend’s dad offered to pay for him to go to camp.  While he was there, he decided to follow Jesus.  This young 

man was excited to be at a Bible camp again even though they were not at Mt. Meadows to learn about the 

Bible!   

Later that week, he and a group of friends wanted to walk the Creation Trail.  While walking they talked about 

life, about God’s creation, and then…one of them asked their fellow friend, “Are you a Christian?”  The 

response was amazing!  The young man responded back “No - but I want to be!”  This young man grew up in a 

Muslim home and shared with his friends that in his religion there was no peace and no love.  But he had seen 

peace and love in Jesus, and wanted Jesus in his life.  They walked him through the scriptures, gave him a 

Bible, and could not wipe the smile off of his face!   

For my young friend, saved two years prior at a Christian camp, this was a highlight of his year.  All it took was 

a very simple question.  There was no fancy strategic plan, no pre-planned agenda - just living, loving, and a 

simple question.  I realize we are not always going to see such results, but it makes me think of Jesus’ words 

“…the harvest is plentiful…”   

So learn a lesson with me from this summer at camp…God is mighty to save and it can be simpler than we 

think!!   

~Paul 
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CAMP NEEDS 
 RV Trailer – We are looking for staff housing solutions 

for the coming summer, so we could use some 

temporary housing like a trailer, tiny house, etc. for the 

program director or cook to stay in  

 General Giving - We were hoping to receive $18,000, 

and are currently at $7,100.  This money helps us keep 

camp costs down! 

 Camp Nurse Volunteers – half a day, one day, two 

days, half a week, a whole week? Everything helps!!  

 Expansion of Parking Lot: With the completion of the 
new bathrooms, we are saving up for the next step on 
the master plan, enlarging and improving the parking lot. 

 

 

Nor is there salvation in any other, 

for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved. 

Acts 4:12  

Thank you for the gifts we already received…. 

 A new microwave! 

 Completion of the Bathroom Project 

 Firefighting shovels (McCloud Tool) 

 Camper scholarships 

 New vacuum (Industrial!) 

 Beautiful flowers in the garden and barrels 

 Large copier / printer (being used in the 
Redding Office) 

MUSIC INTERNS AT CAMP 
 

Summer may be a long way off, but we are already 
thinking and planning.  There is another opportunity for 
some young people to help and be involved.  We would 
love to have a group of around 4 young people who 
would desire to spend the summer at camp leading 
music.  They would also be doing other jobs throughout 
the day to help out.  If you are interested please contact 
Paul for more information on how to be considered for 
this opportunity at camp! 

 



Thank you for the gifts we already received…. 

 A new microwave! 

 Completion of the Bathroom Project 

 Firefighting shovels (McCloud Tool) 

 Camper scholarships 

 New vacuum (Industrial!) 

 Beautiful flowers in the garden and barrels 

 Large copier / printer (being used in the 
Redding Office) 

JACOB’S SUMMER REFLECTION 
By Jacob Lucero 

Hello everyone! This past summer was 

truly incredible. We had wonderful 

counselors and were able to see many 

kids make decisions to follow Jesus. My 

favorite story from the summer has to be 

ESL camp. We had a camp full of 

Taiwanese students who were here to 

learn English and about the “God of the 

West”. We did this camp last year and 

while the kids listened to what we had to 

say about our God, there really wasn’t any 

interest. This year I expected the same 

type of response and told the counselors 

not to expect much interest. Well, God 

definitely surprised me! That week we had 

21 Taiwanese students make decisions to 

follow Jesus, more than any other week. It 

was so amazing to see God work in ways I 

fully didn’t expect; yet even with my lack of 

faith, God did amazing things! There are 

many more stories like this from the 

summer and it is safe to say God did 

miraculous things with His camp this year! 

A quote from the ESL camp “Jesus loves us, we love 

Jesus, we have sin and we need Jesus now” 

 



JOHN’S JOURNAL by John Cherland 
The maintenance crew is enjoying the good fall weather 
and we thank God for it!  With summer behind us, we are 
preparing the camp for the winter months.  That means 
lots of burn piles and stacking wood! 
 
The new bathroom in the boys’ area has been 
completed.  The project was a year in the making and 
used many hours of volunteer help that was much 
appreciated!! 
 
Over the last couple of months the Tuesday volunteer 
crew has been working on a storage area above the 
parking lot.  That project is now done and will be used for 
storing tools and equipment. 
 
New grass has been planted out in the meadow in hopes 
that next summer the campers can enjoy new meadow 
grass.  
 
The trees that had been planted after the fire are doing 
very well and are growing strong and tall.   They’ve 
grown big enough that the nibbling from deer should not 
be a problem. 
 
Anyone who is interested in joining the Tuesday men’s 
work team can join us at 7:15 am at the Oak Grove 
Church parking lot.  We carpool up to camp from there 
and it’s a great time of fellowship plus a rewarding work 
for the Lord!  For more information you can call me at 
247-1210. 

WINTER CAMP DATES 

Jr. Camp (grades 4-6)  January 8-10 

 

Jr. High (grades 7 & 8) January 22-24 
 

 

High School (grades 9-12) January 29-31 

Cost is $65 for each camp 

Download the camp registration form at  

www.shastachristianyouth.org 


